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INTRODUCTION
Life has never been easy. According to some, we were in heaven before, but were exiled
because of Adam's eating of the apple. For some, we were once apes who evolved into humans.
Although the beginnings of these stories start differently, the rest continues the same. We advance
throughout history, no matter what with our ups and downs. Of course, our greatest motivation in
moving forward is to make our lives easier, more livable. That is why the problems we experience
affect us so much. When these problems become worldwide problems, as in a pandemic, it affects
a far greater number of people. Throughout history, mankind has struggled with epidemics many
times. These epidemics, from the Black Plague, the Spanish Flu, to today’s Covid-19 pandemic
(Wikipedia, 2022), have spread over a wide area. Since they carry the risk of being easily
transmitted their affects have always been devastating.
Covid-19 spread quickly across the globe. In December 2019, when COVID 19 was first
detected, Chinese authorities reported to World Health Organization (WHO) that they saw a
pneumonia-like disease, something like flu, occurring in Wuhan, China. (Armstrong-Mensah et.
al., 2020). Forty days later, the WHO declared COVID-19 a worldwide threat. The day following
this announcement from the WHO, the United States (US) declared the spread of COVID as public
health emergency (World Economic Forum,202). At first there was no medicine to cure, no vaccine
to immunize the population from this rapidly spreading disease. With thousands dying and
millions suffering, many countries resorted to strict precautions.
Some of these countries declared a curfew lasting for weeks on end. The pandemic was
having devastating consequences. Eventually, a vaccine was found, and the daily life began to
return to what it was before. However, many things in life had changed, as a consequence, many
of those changes appear to have become permanent. During Covid-19, almost everything from A
to Z had either changed or been affected. A large segment of the population was experiencing,
many for the first time in their lives, a global pandemic.
New words were added to dictionaries. Commerce was disrupted on an intercontinental
scale. Technology gained a new importance in the lives of people on every continent. Many died,
even more had to be separated from their loved ones. Many of the affected had to live in isolation
and seclusion to prevent the spread of this new disease. Businesses closed, the delivery of goods
was disrupted, the supply of components needed for manufacturing came to a halt, people were no
longer able to carry out what had previously been the ordinary task in everyday living. Although
we have experienced different things, the enduring purpose of mankind has never changed; to
make life more livable and easier. Therefore, we have adapted by making changes in our lives,
many of them thanks to the opportunities given to us by technology. One of the most significant
areas of change was made in the field of education.
Out of fear of becoming infected, teachers and students turned massively to online
education. The phrase “Distance Learning” came to take on new meaning. Whether or not be
choice, of necessity millions of students turned to online learning. Educational institutions had to
adapt by exploring new approaches to learning during COVID-19. Face to face modes of
instruction made the switch on a dime to total remote education (Neuwirth et. al., 2021).
The purpose of this study is to collect data regarding the Covid-19 induced change on
distance language education at Southern University. It will survey the kinds of change that were
brought about at the end of the epidemy period and how students and teachers viewed these
changes in terms of positive outcomes in the educational experience.

The purpose of this study is to discover strategies, developed in response to the affects of
COVID 19, that might be successfully employed in the event of future crises. What permanent
changes come will have come about in higher education? What difficulties in student learning
were made easier due to adaptations in modes of instruction as a result of this sudden and
widespread adoption of distant learning. In this study, the applications and results that have
emerged from the pandemic to the present will be given in the form of a literature review.
Additionally, a survey of faculty and students will be conducted to help decipher the impact of the
changes.
The data to be collected will reflect what kind of changes the epidemic caused, how many of these
will continue to be useful and how many will be discarded as useless, which of these changes are
temporary and how many will become permanent fixtures of modes of instruction in the Foreign
Language ‘classroom.’.
IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON EDUCATION
At this moment in history, education has become one of the most basic human needs.
Millions of people are trying their best to access better education. Many leave home for that
purpose, large numbers traveling overseas in pursuit of the same. International student mobility
reached its high point in 2017, according to estimates from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), with more than 5 million students studying across the globe.
(OECD 2019) China is the top country in the world for sending students from abroad and the US
is the top country hosting international students. (https://www.iie.org/Research-andInsights/Open-Doors). For this reason, the policies set by US institutions of higher education have
taken on great importance for students from all parts of the globe.
State governments around the word began closing schools and colleges to stop the new
coronavirus from spreading. According to UNESCO, 185 nations closed schools and higher
education facilities, affecting 1.542.412.000 students, or 89.4% of the total registered student
population. (Giorgio Marinoni, Hilligje van’t Land, Trine Jensen, 2020) In 2019, as a temporary
solution to the onset of COVID 19, governments worldwide began closing. At first, it was only
for one month, but over time the period of closure was prolonged, the return the schools was
delayed repeatedly as the pandemic raged. Numerous key events occurred during this time,
including competitive exams and entrance tests for various universities, board exams and semester
exams in universities, nursery school admissions, and the university admissions process. The
closing of schools and universities began to have a long-term impact on students' ability to
maintain their education. These closures resulted in a significant impact on the nation's economic
development and society structures. (EA Hanushek, L Woessmann , 2020)
IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SCHOOLS
There is no denying that the strongest public policy tool for improving a population’s skills
and abilities is through access to instruction. Students can have fun at school, interacting with
classmates, while developing their social skills and social awareness. (Schleicher, A., 2020). The
primary benefit of attending or being enrolled in school is that it expands knowledge while also
enhancing a wide range of abilities. Even a small amount of time spent in school has a great impact
on the prosperity of society.

On the other hand, skipping class or refusing to go to school will have a detrimental impact
on some skill development. (Schleicher, A., 2020) Most importantly, whether students attend
school online or in person largely determines which approaches are most effective in terms of
instruction and evaluation. Following the COVID pandemic, many schools have now resorted to
online teaching methods. The term “Distance Learning” is now familiar to virtually all students. It
basically means to get education online. (Berg, G. A., & Simonson, M. 2002). Therefore, it would
not be wrong to say that Covid-19 had a profound impact on ‘classroom’ instruction; whether in a
good or a bad way has yet to be determined.

HISTORY OF DISTANCE LEARNING
The history of distance learning goes back many years, although it just recently became a
widespread procedure, largely as a result of the Covid-19. (Sarkar, S. 2012). At a minimum, there
has to be a sender, a receiver, and a message for communication to occur. (Dance, F. E. 1970).
This requires that all parties in the operation of Distance Learning work properly. They should be
able to function as they are supposed to. To be properly communicated, a message requires a proper
environment, though methods of communication can vary. In earlier times, the method of
communication was mostly verbal. However, as technology advances, so did the many
environments in which the message was conveyed. First verbal, then in writing and through use
of the Internet where communication is conducted in a virtual environment. Thus the medium for
Distance Learning. (James, W. B., & Gardner, D. L. 1995)
The foundation of traditional academic education has always been instructors teaching in
a classroom environment, students listening, taking notes, asking questions, and having those
questions addressed. (Hannay, M., & Newvine, T., 2006). New forms of education, including
distant learning, have evolved as a result of developments in communication technology. By
simply clicking a few buttons, students may now easily learn at home and receive instruction from
professors who are located hundreds of miles away, engage with the professor, and solve these
issues without having to be present in a real classroom at all. (E Armstrong-Mensah, K RamseyWhite , 2020) Distance education has evolved from a "anywhere" to an "anytime" mode of
delivering education, despite being a more expensive alternative in terms of good setup. (Thach
and Murphy, 1995)
Distance learning, also known with many other names, is a type of education in which
teachers and students are physically separated during the process of instruction and learning.
(Simonson, 2016) Also, it is a method of teaching that effectively makes the use of a range of
resources and technologies to enhance student learning and ease communication among students,
instructors, and other students. However, each student should have a decent smart device and stable
internet during online education. Given that the collage consists of both traditional and nontraditional students, similar to other schools and colleges, a mix of classrooms such as; in class,
entirely online, and hybrid courses are offered each semester.

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Established in 1880, in the historical southern city of Baton Rouge, Southern University
and A&M College boasts today as the largest black college in Louisiana. The college was founded
by forward thinking free African-American political leaders, for the purpose of educating people
of color. It first opened its doors in 1881 with 12 black students (1992; Vincent, Charles), while
currently, the college enrolls over 7000 students, two thirds of which are female, and whose
demographic predominately consists of Louisiana residents. The college also receives higher
education students from Texas, California, Georgia, and international students.
The English and Philosophy Program and the World Languages Program will serve as
subcontractors for this research, which will be conducted at the College of Humanities and
Interdisciplinary Studies at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literature. A Bachelor of Arts
in English, an English minor, and graduate courses leading to a Master of Education in Englishfocused Curriculum and Teaching are all included in the English and Philosophy programs. By
delivering philosophy classes and offering student support services through its Advanced English
Language and Communication Skills Lab courses, the Department also fosters a diverse learning
environment. The Languages of the World Program offers minors and minors with a focus on
French or Spanish, as well as general education courses in English, with the goal of fostering
linguistic and cultural understanding. French, Spanish and less taught foreign languages (Arabic,
Chinese). , German, Japanese, Wolof and Swahili.)

DISTANCE LEARNING AND SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AND A&M
COLLEGE
Southern University and A&M Collage (SU) made adjustments to modes of delivery
during Covid-19 period. Before, it was almost entirely a traditional teaching environment where
students came to the onsite collage to learn in person. However, with the onset of Covid-19,
Southern had to adapt to the fact that the state government decreed the closure of schools, requiring
SU to turn wholly to an online method of instruction. As the University began to open once more,
it was left the choice of teaching methods, online or fact-to-face. Southern has now evolved to
offering a mix of approaches including online, hybrid, and face-to-face. We can simply say SU
uses a multitude of instructional approaches, a mix of strategies from one to the other.

METHOD
Setting and Population
Students from various racial and socioeconomic backgrounds study at Southern University,
pursuing different degrees and different courses of study. Students interested in Foreign
Languages have the option of learning a number of different languages from Turkish to Arabic, to
Japanese with a minor and concentration offered in French and Spanish. Faculty and staff are also
not very different than students in terms of a diversity of backgrounds. The programs range in

length from two to four years, emphasize contemporary topics and high standards, and include
curricula that emphasizes aspects of the sciences like engineering, languages, the arts etc.
The study aims to reach to all students, faculty and staff at Foreign Language Department
because the purpose of the study is to understand the effects of Covid-19 on language learning.
Sampling and Data Collection
In order to learn more about the academic needs of students and faculty owing to COVID19, we will perform a cross-sectional study on Southern University students and academics The
study's objectives were to (i) identify the difficulties Southern University students and staff were
having with their school work as a result of COVID-19; (ii) inform Southern University leadership
and faculty about the hardships so they could take appropriate action to address them; and (iii)
identify the struggles during COVID-19. The study's objectives will be explained to the
participants. A one-time, approximately 15-20-minutes online survey will be given to those who
volunteer to take part in the study. By responding to the survey, they will indicate their permission
to take part in the study. No data that can be used to identify an individual participating in the
survey. Using Google Surveys, daily quantitative and qualitative data will be gathered. The study
will offer participation opportunities to all Southern University faculty, staff, and students. The
variables and the measurement that will be used in the study will be gathered via google survey.
The 83 questions in the study survey, which include multiple choice, open- and closed-ended, and
Likert scale questions, are intended to gather information.
Measures
The objective of the study is to assess university students' perceptions of distance learning.,
which was transferred by higher education institutions as an emergency solution due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and the factors affecting their academic motivation during the process.
Questions about personal information, an assessment of distant education in the COVID-19
process, and academic motivation in the COVID-19 process are asked in the questionnaire
Analysis
Data will be gathered, cleaned, and exported for examination. For quantitative data,
univariate, bivariate, and multivariate analyses will be performed. Missing quantitative
information won't be used in calculations.
For the data analysis, IBM SPSS statistical software will be used. From the SPSS database,
qualitative data will be manually extracted, and themes will be created using a thematic framework.

EXPECTED FINDINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
This study aims to find out if Southern University's students and instructors are succeeding
following Covid-19 or whether the numerous new guidelines and procedures that it introduced
were difficult to implement. Although students reported higher levels of stress, anxiety, and
attention issues, indicating that barriers to fully online learning included more than just

technological and instructional difficulties, (Llenares, I. I., & Del Rosario, L. S. , 2021) we want
to determine whether this is actually the case..
Our analysis will highlight if the pandemic's particular context impacted teaching and
learning activities more than normal teaching. Students typically react poorly to transitions,
therefore we want to see how willing or unwilling they are to continue studying online and to add
stress and burden, which demonstrates the limitations of this extensive social experiment.
(McGrory, B., Li, R., & Gatenby, T. , 2014) This study aims to shed light on whether students,
faculty and staff are happy about how Covid-19 process is handled at Southern University and
A&M Collage.
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